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Kip Tokuda Memorial Program Awards $58,000 Grant to 
Broadway Center’s Civil Rights Legacy Tour 

 

Tacoma, Wash.– The Broadway Center for the Performing Arts will expand its renowned Civil Rights Legacy Tour with a 

fourth play to debut in schools statewide beginning in January 2017, thanks to grant funding awarded by the Kip Tokuda 

Memorial Washington Civil Liberties Public Education Program. Following a competitive statewide process, Broadway 

Center was awarded a $58,000 grant from Washington’s Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction to fund a new 

original play about the experiences of Japanese American citizens in Washington State during World War II, such as 

stories of forced removal, incarceration in camps, and decorated military service. This program will examine the fragility 

of civil rights, particularly during times of tension and fear, and encourage children and adults to apply historical lessons 

to current issues while taking an active role in upholding civil rights today. “We are so pleased to be awarded funds to 

help the Broadway Center expand its impact on teaching civil rights to students,” said David Fischer, Broadway Center 

Executive Director. “It is work we are deeply committed to,”  
 

The Civil Rights Legacy Tour, now in its ninth year, tours plays about civil rights into schools and community venues 

every January. The shows are original scripts commissioned and produced by the Broadway Center to engage youth in 

history through authentic stories that bring to life civil rights in the United States, both past and present. Generally, the 

program has served 15,000 students annually. Past productions that have toured include, 11 Days in the Life of Dr. King, 

Becoming Bridges, and Get on the Bus. Teachers are provided with study guides that encourage discussion in classrooms 

before and after the show. Actors engage with the students in question/answer time after each performance. 
 

The Kip Tokuda grant allows the Broadway Center to expand its reach beyond Pierce County to other parts of 

Washington State. The grant will also support the creation and distribution of new classroom-focused materials for 

student discussion and online multi-media curricular resources to support deeper dialogue. The production will 

nationally distribute curricular content and video clips of the production. This production is possible thanks to a 

partnership between Broadway Center and Densho: The Japanese American Legacy Project as well as KCTS 9 Public 

Television, the Seattle-based PBS member station. The Kip Tokuda Memorial Washington Civil Liberties Public Education 

Program provides grants “for the purpose of establishing a legacy of remembrance as part of a continuing process of 

recovery from the World War II exclusion, forced removal, and incarceration of individuals of Japanese ancestry.”  
 

Broadway Center embraces a deep commitment to diversity and inclusion as one of the organization’s core values. This 

dedication has led to a broad scope of projects and productions celebrating diversity, access, social justice, and 

engagement of the public, including students and teachers. The Civil Rights Legacy Tour is one of these projects. 

 

### 

The Broadway Center for the Performing Arts gratefully acknowledges the following for support of the 2015-16 Season: 
ArtsFund, The Boeing Company, CHI Franciscan Health System, City of Tacoma, Davies Pearson, P.C., The Forest 
Foundation, MultiCare, Pierce County Arts Commission, Washington State Arts Commission, and Wells Fargo. 
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