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Author of Dead Man Walking Sister Helen Prejean  
Speaks on Death Penalty in Washington State 
October 12 at Tacoma’s Theatre on the Square 

 
Partner: Immanuel Presbyterian Church Tacoma | Sponsor: CHI Franciscan Health 

Tacoma, WA – Author of Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty in the United States Sister 
Helen Prejean invites audiences to explore, learn, and reflect at Tacoma’s Theatre on the Square on Sunday, October 12 
at 5:00 p.m. in an event entitled Dead Man Walking in Washington State. Tickets start at $12 and are on sale now. 

As a member of the Congregation of St. Joseph, Sister Prejean realized her calling was to support the poor and 
underserved. She began working at the St. Thomas Housing Project in New Orleans and Hope House in the mid-1980s. 
During this time, she was asked to correspond with a death row inmate and became his spiritual adviser. After 
witnessing his execution, she wrote a book about her experience. The result was Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness 
Account of the Death Penalty in the United States. The book was adapted into the 1995 Tim Robbins film starring Susan 
Sarandon and Sean Penn, the 2000 Jake Heggie opera, and the 2002 Tim Robbins play, all of the same title.  
 
Sister Helen has divided her time between educating citizens about the death penalty and counseling individual death 
row prisoners. She has accompanied six men to their deaths and these experiences led to a follow-up book and lecture 
circuit where she seeks to educate the public on this important issue.  
 
The New York Times Book Review called Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty in the United 
States “[d]eeply moving...Sister Prejean is …direct and honest and unsentimental; her accounts of crime and punishment 
are gripping, and her argument is persuasive.... She almost palpably extends a hand to her [audience]. ” Washington 
Post Book World expounded that the book "…explores her personal and spiritual evolution into both a death penalty 
opponent and victims advocate, an evolution that begins when she serves as the spiritual advisor to two condemned 
men.” 
 

Tickets for Sister Helen Prejean at Theatre on the Square are on sale now for $12, $19, and $29. To purchase: call the 
Box Office at 253.591.5894, toll-free 1.800.291.7593, in person at 901 Broadway in Tacoma’s Theater District or at 

www.BroadwayCenter.org. 

 
Please click here to view press photos for Sister Helen Prejean.  
  

### 

The Broadway Center for the Performing Arts gratefully acknowledges the following for support of the 2014-15 Season: 
ArtsFund, Ben B. Cheney Foundation, The Boeing Company, CHI Franciscan Health System, City of Tacoma, The News 
Tribune, Paul G. Allen Family Foundation, Pierce County Arts Commission, The Puyallup Tribe, and The Sequoia 
Foundation.  
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